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New LibraryNew Library
Hours!Hours!
The CGS library is
open Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday
from
10 am to 2 pm.

This Month's FREE Presentation!This Month's FREE Presentation!

Excel for GenealogistsExcel for Genealogists

Presented by Stewart Blandón TraimanPresented by Stewart Blandón Traiman

Stewart loves spreadsheets! He uses spreadsheets at work
every day as an IT Manager. He is an expert in Microsoft Excel
using it in genealogy quite frequently. Laying out all the data in
Excel can help researchers see gaps in knowledge or
correlations between data points.

Breakthroughs can easily happen by visualizing data in
spreadsheets. Stewart shows many examples of his use of
spreadsheets to track newspaper clippings, a vital records
catalog, tracking ancestor addresses over time, and tracking
whole families over many censuses. Stewart will teach how to
use Excel filter, sorting, color coding, calculations and many
other functions.

Spreadsheets are fun!
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/excel-for-genealogists-registration-845447755997
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/excel-for-genealogists-registration-845447755997
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/excel-for-genealogists-registration-845447755997
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/workshop-digitize-your-family-photos-stories-registration-846861524617
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tips-talk-at-oakland-familysearch-center-registration-559081205937
https://www.californiaancestors.org/2024-salt-lake-city-research-trip/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2024-intro-to-genealogy-1st-saturday-free-overview-and-focused-topics-registration-734025408757
https://www.californiaancestors.org/special-interest-groups-for-members/
https://www.californiaancestors.org/special-interest-groups-for-members/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rootsmagic-special-interest-group-registration-475700592277
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/workshop-digitize-your-family-photos-stories-registration-846861524617
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/excel-for-genealogists-registration-845447755997
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/member-connections-workshop-registration-867111462727
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/california-history-and-genealogy-workshop-series-registration-865917120417
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eastern-european-special-interest-group-registration-229676317047
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cgs-monthly-board-meeting-registration-475702999477
https://www.californiaancestors.org/blog/


Saturday, 27 Apr from 11 am to 12:30 pmSaturday, 27 Apr from 11 am to 12:30 pm

Get in-person help with YOUR photos at this event!Get in-person help with YOUR photos at this event!

Workshop: Digitize Your Family Photos & StoriesWorkshop: Digitize Your Family Photos & Stories
April 27th, 10:00 - 3:00 pm PDTApril 27th, 10:00 - 3:00 pm PDT

Join our special guest, Rick Voight CEO of Vivid-Pix to discover the
many uses of our new overhead scanner. Bring your family photos,
memories, stories, and memorabilia. We will use the California
Genealogical Society's new Vivid-Pix Memory Station to scan, restore,
and record you talking about your family memories. We can save your
oral memories with your photos onto a USB, free for you.

Rick Voight has spent his career helping people take/make/share
pictures and with his clients has created a billion-dollar business through
consumer and business research, business development, and marketing
for Kodak, HP, and Vivid-Pix. He’s a father and husband who loves
traveling, scuba diving, and has made it his personal goal to get his
partner to blow bubbles.

CGS would like to welcome new members Wendy Milbach, J.K.CGS would like to welcome new members Wendy Milbach, J.K.
Robinson, Linda Jackson, and Rosemarie CoyleRobinson, Linda Jackson, and Rosemarie Coyle

The joint classes for CGS and the Oakland Family History Library are going
very well. There has been an increase in in-person attendance with some
interesting discussions after the meetings. And the attendees online have
increased as well.

This month, we have some great classes.

Wednesday, April 3, 11:00 amWednesday, April 3, 11:00 am
"UK Registration Research from 1841-1923 (England, Wales, and
Scotland)" with Bruce McLeod. Case studies will be presented
using GRO, FreeBMD, FindMyPast, and ScotlandsPeople. 

Tuesday, April 9, 11:00 amTuesday, April 9, 11:00 am
"How To Series-Descendancy Research on FamilySearch" with
Denise Plaskett. Typically when doing genealogy we start with
ourselves and move back in time. Descendancy research is about
choosing an ancestor and moving forward in time to the present.

Wednesday, April 10, 11:00 amWednesday, April 10, 11:00 am
"DNA Part 1 of 3 - Intro to the Basics of DNA" with Sue Severson.

This is a repeat of the informative class given in November. In

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/excel-for-genealogists-registration-845447755997
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This is a repeat of the informative class given in November. In
Part 1, Sue will explain the types of DNA, the tests available,
comparison of labs and how to use the DNA for family history
research.

Wednesday, April 10, 6:30 pmWednesday, April 10, 6:30 pm
"DNA Part 1 of 3 - Intro to the Basics of DNA" with Sue Severson.

Wednesday, April 17, 11:00 amWednesday, April 17, 11:00 am
"DNA Part 2 of 3 - Making Sense of Your DNA Matches to
Expand Your Tree" with Sue Severson. Part 2 provides
information that is especially helpful for adoptees and lost fathers.
Connect with unknown cousins. Learn more about your extended
family and more.

Wednesday, April 17, 6:30 pmWednesday, April 17, 6:30 pm
"DNA Part 2 of 3 - Making Sense of Your DNA Matches to
Expand Your Tree" with Sue Severson.

Tuesday, April 23, 11:00 amTuesday, April 23, 11:00 am
"How to Series-Navigating My Heritage" with Bruce McLeod. The
MyHeritage website is a treasure-trove of genealogy resources.
Learn how to navigate the MyHeritage Library Edition which is
available at the Center and also get some tips on using a
MyHeritage personal subscription in this hands-on presentation.

Wednesday, April 24, 11:00 amWednesday, April 24, 11:00 am
"DNA Part 3 of 3 - Breaking Through Genealogy Brick Walls: How
to Focus Your DNA Matches to Solve Family History
Mysteries" with Sue Severson. This session will show you how to
focus your DNA matches to solve specific family history
mysteries.

Wednesday, April 24, 6:30 pmWednesday, April 24, 6:30 pm
"DNA Part 3 of 3 - Breaking Through Genealogy Brick Walls: How
to Focus Your DNA Matches to Solve Family History
Mysteries" with Sue Severson.

Classes will be in person and most will also be on ZOOM
NOTE: Participants must register on EventBrite. Participants must register on EventBrite. Click here for theClick here for the
registration page.registration page. Once registered, the Zoom link will be in your
confirmation email.

We are looking forward to seeing you at these excellent class offerings . Also,
please, as a courtesy to our speakers, let us know if you will not be attending.
Thank you!

Register on EventbriteEventbrite. Download the flier of classes for April and Maythe flier of classes for April and May.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tips-talk-at-oakland-familysearch-center-registration-559081205937
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tips-talk-at-oakland-familysearch-center-registration-559081205937
https://files.constantcontact.com/fb00d1b7001/fb9ba067-a953-4a63-a38d-e773de9d59ed.pdf?rdr=true


The revived annual research trip to Salt Lake City is back for another year and open for registration! This
time, we're adding one more night to the trip so that participants can make more progress
on their research goals or take a needed day for rest and sightseeing. Join Evan Wilson and Stewart
Blandón Traiman for five full days of research, learning, and camaraderie.

The trip includes:
A six-night stay at the Radisson Hotel
Five days of uninterrupted research at the largest genealogical library in the world
Pre-trip meeting and consultation
Guided tour of the library
Research assistance by Stewart and Evan
Daily hotel breakfast
Two group dinners at local restaurants

Mark your calendars for September 29-October 5, 2024September 29-October 5, 2024. To register, visit the Eventbrite pageEventbrite page. To learn
more about our successful trip last October and what you could get out of a trip to the
FamilySearch Library, read this blog postthis blog post. Prices will go up on July 1, so register in advance to get the
best rate. 

Classes and SIGsClasses and SIGs

We are pleased to continue to offer our classesclasses and special interest groupsspecial interest groups. We have online classes

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iwvKx7FCkP0xF6Rq6HlmXRNYF0uBipAvGITKh9tKs84pxooJwpoiQvIpxUVHj80TRMGKzWGdltSfBgP28KVhNiQmV1hDzV7UhBi1srOIEN-tjjAMphcXEFF9t32tbAd2FIU4Rgq9uHxOYZL-IesBX2cs57d8wOnR_sO4P5_pNIsinlLsDA0avX1-vvdrgRrU_kkXMYMaSrm1fWp3vO6uAg==&c=njfrrN3Gf_YDkmCtmEnIcBD96ll-8DjW45G4Ov-bakguEI3Qa5aJpw==&ch=nCb8JM8dx040TCKe7OJFjzbLKqhsi2Yob0HrCzCkgYQRD8PX3GEn9A==
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2024-cgs-salt-lake-city-research-trip-registration-817597414877
https://www.californiaancestors.org/looking-back-on-a-fabulous-trip-to-salt-lake-city/
https://www.californiaancestors.org/events-and-education/
https://www.californiaancestors.org/special-interest-groups-for-members/


We are pleased to continue to offer our classesclasses and special interest groupsspecial interest groups. We have online classes
available as well as some opportunities to meet in-person. Please visit our Events and Education pagePlease visit our Events and Education page
to learn more.to learn more.

All remote classes will now have live closed captioning. If you feel you need a bit of extra help in either of
these areas to have a successful experience with our Zoom events, email
events@californiaancestors.orgevents@californiaancestors.org and we will be in touch.

2024 Intro to Genealogy - 1st Saturday Free!2024 Intro to Genealogy - 1st Saturday Free!

Overview and Focused TopicsOverview and Focused Topics

Not sure how to get started with your family research? Interested in
refreshing your skills? Join us for a FREE Introduction to Genealogy class
on the FIRST SATURDAY of every month.

Saturday, 6 Apr from 10 am to noonSaturday, 6 Apr from 10 am to noon

Round TableRound Table

Facilitated by Jacqueline Henderson and Lisa Gorrell, CGFacilitated by Jacqueline Henderson and Lisa Gorrell, CG

This group is for CGS Members to connect. It is a venue where attendees
can share things they’ve learned or found. Often this sparks ideas for
others on their own research. It is also a great way to brainstorm ideas for
new avenues of research when you get stumped.

2nd Wednesday of each month, next on 10 Apr from 6:30 to 8 pm10 Apr from 6:30 to 8 pm
Email JacquelineJacqueline or LisaLisa for a link to the Zoom meeting.

Mayflower Descendants Special Interest GroupMayflower Descendants Special Interest Group

Hosted by Robert TrappHosted by Robert Trapp

The Mayflower Descendants SIG focuses initially on Mayflower ancestry
and how to join The Society of California Mayflower Descendants. The
group discusses research in New England, parts of Canada and the
upper Atlantic seaboard states. If interested, contact Robert Trapp at
r1946at@aol.comr1946at@aol.com.

Friday, 19 Apr from 10:30 am to 11:30 amFriday, 19 Apr from 10:30 am to 11:30 am

San Francisco Special Interest GroupSan Francisco Special Interest Group

Hosted by Sandra HuberHosted by Sandra Huber

Whether you’re just starting out researching your family history or have
been searching for years and need ideas on how to get past brick walls
or are interested in finding your ancestors’ records in and around the San
Francisco Bay Area, join the conversation with us to uncover information
and create a more complete family story. If you are interested in joining
the SF SIG, please send an email to SFSIG@californiaancestors.orgSFSIG@californiaancestors.org.

Saturday, 20 Apr at 10 amSaturday, 20 Apr at 10 am
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Saturday, 20 Apr at 10 amSaturday, 20 Apr at 10 am

RootsMagic Users Group - SIGRootsMagic Users Group - SIG

Users of Roots Magic will meet to discuss helpful hints for using the
software.

Our next meeting will be hybrid live/online. Please bring your laptop for a
hands-on work session.

Wednesday, 24 Apr from 6:30 to 8 pmWednesday, 24 Apr from 6:30 to 8 pm

Workshop: Digitize Your Family Photos and StoriesWorkshop: Digitize Your Family Photos and Stories

Presented by Rick Voight, CEO of Vivid-PixPresented by Rick Voight, CEO of Vivid-Pix

CGS Members please join our special guest, Rick Voight, CEO of Vivid-
Pix, to discover the many uses of our new overhead scanner. Lecture
and demonstration at 10:00 am. The lecture and demonstration will be
broadcast on Zoom.

Bring your family photos, memories, stories, and memorabilia. We will use
the California Genealogical Society's new Vivid-Pix Memory Station to
scan, restore, and record you talking about your family memories. We can
save your oral memories with your photos onto a USB, free for you.

Saturday, 27 Apr from 10 am to 2 pmSaturday, 27 Apr from 10 am to 2 pm

Excel for GenealogistsExcel for Genealogists

Presented by Stewart Blandón TraimanPresented by Stewart Blandón Traiman

Laying out all the data in Excel can help researchers see gaps in
knowledge or correlations between data points. Breakthroughs can easily
happen by visualizing data in spreadsheets. Stewart shows many
examples of his use of spreadsheets to track newspaper clippings, a vital
records catalog, tracking ancestor addresses over time, and tracking
whole families over many censuses. Stewart will teach how to use Excel
filter, sorting, color coding, calculations and many other functions.

Saturday, 27 Apr from 11 am to 12:30 pmSaturday, 27 Apr from 11 am to 12:30 pm

Member Connections WorkshopMember Connections Workshop

Presented by Stewart Blandón TraimanPresented by Stewart Blandón Traiman

As a benefit to our members, we’d like to bring you all closer together in
collaboration. Who shares your genealogical interests and is also a
member of CGS? Who might be able to help you with your specific
questions? Our Special Interest Groups offer an opportunity to connect
with other like-minded members, but with Member Connections you can
now connect one-on-one with other CGS members who have interests
matching yours.
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matching yours.

This one hour workshop will show you how to setup your profile and how
to search other member profiles for that right research partnership.

Tuesday, 30 Apr from 6:30 to 7:30 pmTuesday, 30 Apr from 6:30 to 7:30 pm

A Californio Family in Transition: Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo andA Californio Family in Transition: Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo and

Francisca Benicia Carrillo de Vallejo, 1846-1888Francisca Benicia Carrillo de Vallejo, 1846-1888

Presented by Rose Marie Beebe and Robert M. SenkewiczPresented by Rose Marie Beebe and Robert M. Senkewicz

Join us at the California Genealogical Society Library to learn about
resources and strategies available to research early California settlers.
Californios were soldiers and settlers in Alta California from 1769 to
California statehood September 9, 1850. Learn about the early history of
California from the mission period (1769-1833) on.

There will be a reception after the event.

Saturday, 11 May from 1 to 3 pmSaturday, 11 May from 1 to 3 pm

Eastern European Special Interest GroupEastern European Special Interest Group

Hosted by Craig SiulinskiHosted by Craig Siulinski

Come to a Special Interest Group (SIG) discussion focused on Eastern
European Genealogy. Our group is open to all. 

DNA Skills - SIGDNA Skills - SIG

The DNA Skills Special Interest Group will continue to develop their
understanding of DNA techniques, review new developments in DNA
testing and tools, and discuss member's research problems and case
studies.
Prerequisite: Completion of CGS DNA Series or equivalent DNA class /
experience. Must have uploaded DNA test results at one of the common
DNA websites.

Please contact Mark McLaren at greatscot@earthlink.netgreatscot@earthlink.net. 

VolunteersVolunteers

If you have been thinking about contributing some of your time and
talent to our 125-year-old organization, take a look at our list of VolunteerVolunteer
OpportunitiesOpportunities.

Want more information about a particular volunteer position?  Contact
Volunteers@californiaancestors.orgVolunteers@californiaancestors.org if you have any questions about

CGS volunteer opportunities.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/member-connections-workshop-registration-867111462727
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/california-history-and-genealogy-workshop-series-registration-865917120417
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RememberRemember - CGS has been around since 1898 and is operated solely by
volunteers. We couldn't do it without you! 

CGS Revamping the Membership CommitteeCGS Revamping the Membership Committee

In order to provide more opportunities for our members to network and advance their genealogy, this
spring we are creating some new ways for our members to interact.

Local member coffees for CGS members who live near each other.
Distant member meetings to provide members who live away from the CGS library with a chance
to connect.
More fun ideas are in the works - maybe you have a few too?

We will be contacting new members to learn what they would like to discover so we can connect them
with other members who have common research interests.

We are also creating manageable volunteer positions that can be done remotely or in-person at the CGS
library. We hope to entice you to contact us to see if there is a fit.

Do you have writing skills? We could use your help with the blog, eNews, and more.
Do you enjoy networking and interacting with others? We need help on the Membership and
Outreach committees to call members, organize events, and identify resources to help members
with their research projects.
Do you have an interest in providing interesting programs for members? The Program committee
would be a good fit. There are in-person and remote opportunities.
Do you have an ideas you would like to share with us?

These manageable jobs will not only strengthen CGS but also provide opportunities to meet others.

Please feel free to email your questions and comments to volunteers@californiaancestors.orgvolunteers@californiaancestors.org or email
Jane Knowles LindseyJane Knowles Lindsey. We would love to hear from you!

Meetings & MoreMeetings & More

CGS Board Meeting - 13 Apr at 10amCGS Board Meeting - 13 Apr at 10am

CGS board members and guests will meet online via Zoom and in-person at the
CGS Library in Downtown Oakland. Please register in advanceregister in advance and sign in early
to make sure you are able to see the program. We will send joining instructions
the night before which will give you access to the online meeting.

In-person location: the CGS Library at 2201 Broadway, Suite LL2, Oakland, CA 94612-3031
 

If you would like to host a Special Interest Group, please contact Jacqueline HendersonJacqueline Henderson.

Blogs and VideosBlogs and Videos

mailto:volunteers@californiaancestors.org
mailto:jlindsey@californiaancestors.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cgs-monthly-board-meeting-registration-475702999477
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Blogs and VideosBlogs and Videos

Please subscribe to the CGS BlogCGS Blog. If you haven't been receiving our blog posts
on a regular basis, be sure to re-subscribe. It is a great source of information
about classes, events, volunteers, and members.

We welcome your stories! If you have an idea for a blog post, a family history
story you want to share, or would like to be an occasional or even regular guest
contributor, please contact Blog Editor Jennifer DixJennifer Dix.

From theFrom the
CaliforniaCalifornia
GenealogicalGenealogical
SocietySociety

Report from the Annual MeetingReport from the Annual Meeting

CGS Announcement: All Talks Now FREECGS Announcement: All Talks Now FREE

Call for Volunteers: The 10 Million Names ProjectCall for Volunteers: The 10 Million Names Project

Events & ConferencesEvents & Conferences

There are always many other events happening in the Bay Area and across the nation.There are always many other events happening in the Bay Area and across the nation.

For the latest events, check For the latest events, check Conference Keeper.orgConference Keeper.org. . 

Local EventsLocal Events

Family History Library Webinar SeriesFamily History Library Webinar Series Bay Area Genealogy CalendarBay Area Genealogy Calendar
maintained by the Sutro Library

Save the DateSave the Date

On Saturday June 8Saturday June 8thth the New England Historic Genealogical SocietyNew England Historic Genealogical Society is coming to Oakland. The event
will be at Ginn Hall at Preservation Park in Oakland. Arrangements are also being made to rent the
parking garage nearby! 

Stay tuned for details.

National &National &
InternationalInternational
ConferencesConferences

All events are subject
to cancellation.
Please check with
each event's website
prior to making plans
to attend.

RootsTechRootsTech

Ohio Genealogical Society ConferenceOhio Genealogical Society Conference

National Genealogical SocietyNational Genealogical Society

Genealogical Research Institute of PittsburghGenealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh (GRIP)

Midwest African American Genealogy InstituteMidwest African American Genealogy Institute (MAAGI)

Genealogical Institute on Federal Records Genealogical Institute on Federal Records (Gen-Fed)

The Institute of Genealogy and Historical ResearchThe Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research (IGHR)

IAJGS International Conference on Jewish GenealogyIAJGS International Conference on Jewish Genealogy

Salt Lake Genealogical InstituteSalt Lake Genealogical Institute (SLIG)

http://blog.californiaancestors.org/
mailto:jdix@californiaancestors.org
https://www.californiaancestors.org/report-from-the-annual-meeting/
https://www.californiaancestors.org/cgs-announcement-all-talks-now-free/
https://www.californiaancestors.org/call-for-volunteers-the-10-million-names-project/
https://conferencekeeper.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Family_History_Library_Classes_and_Webinars
https://www.library.ca.gov/sutro/genealogy/calendar/
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/
https://www.ogs.org/
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/
https://www.gripitt.org/
https://www.maagiinstitute.org/
https://www.gen-fed.org/
https://www.gen-fed.org/gen-fed-2022-registration/
https://ighr.gagensociety.org/
https://www.iajgs.org/
https://slig.ugagenealogy.org/


Salt Lake Genealogical InstituteSalt Lake Genealogical Institute (SLIG)

California Genealogical SocietyCalifornia Genealogical Society
2201 Broadway, Suite LL2
Oakland, CA 94612-3031

(510) 663-1358

Contact Us ViaContact Us Via
EmailEmail

       
Our library is open Thursday, Friday,Thursday, Friday, and Saturdays from 10 am to 2 pmSaturdays from 10 am to 2 pm.

See Directions and ParkingDirections and Parking for info on Saturday visits, which have different procedures than weekdays.

Visits are free for members and non-members can pay the $5 fee at time of the visit or join and have the
fee applied to membership cost.

Join TheJoin The
SocietySociety

Renew Your MembershipRenew Your Membership

https://www.californiaancestors.org/
mailto:cmorgan@californiaancestors.org
https://www.facebook.com/CAancestors
http://www.twitter.com/CAancestors
https://www.youtube.com/user/CAancestors
https://instagram.com/caancestors?lang=en
https://www.californiaancestors.org/directions-and-parking/
https://www.californiaancestors.org/member-only-resources/
https://www.californiaancestors.org/renew-membership/

